“God Will Surely Take Care of You”

A Study of the Book of Genesis


	January 29
	Sodom & Gomorrah Destroyed
	Genesis 18:16 – 19:38


Again, we see God’s anger and sorrow at his creation.  The people of Sodom and Gomorrah were exceedingly wicked and God determined to rid the earth of them.  But, there were righteous people in the city and God protected them.
Abraham’s Intercession
1. Was there any pride in Abraham’s questioning of God and his actions?  Explain.
2. Do you think it’s possible for man to “negotiate” with God today as Abraham did?

Angel Messengers

3. What do you learn about the appearance of angels from this passage?
Destruction of Sodom & Gomorrah
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Who had the opportunity to escape the destruction, but failed to take advantage of it?  Instead, what was their response?  Of whom do they remind you?
5. Do you think Lot fully believed the angels who proclaimed God would destroy the city?  Why or why not?

6. Why did God literally have Lot taken out of the city?  What does the scripture say?

7. See 2 Peter 2:4-8.  What does this passage make you think of Lot’s life in Sodom?  

8. What is Brimstone?  Chemical composition?
9. Thought Question:  Make a clear and definitive argument in answering this question, “IF GOD IS GOOD, HE WOULD NEVE HAD DESTROYED SODOM AND GOMORRAH?”

CAN YOU BELIEVE THEY SAID THIS? ( A NUCLEAR BOMB !!!!
	

	FROM www.halexandria.org
The only difficulty, apparently, for Sodom and Gomorrah was that both cities chose the wrong side in a much wider conflict.  The error of their ways was less debauchery and more the wounds of war, but nevertheless resulted in their becoming the precursors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Basically, Sodom and Gomorrah were bombed into oblivion with the use of nuclear or atomic weaponry.  The evidence is both Biblical and via the ancient Sumerian texts, as well as modern data which relates to a dramatic and stunning increase in windborne dust and what-not, the latter which apparently led to the end of the Akkadian Civilization. The latter is presented in the paper, "Climate change and the collapse of the Akkadian Empire: Evidence from the Deep-Sea" by Heide M. Cullen, et al. Their results docummented a "very abrupt increase in eolian dust and Mesopotamian aridity which is AMA radiocarbon dated to 4025 (plus or minus 125) cal. years BP [Before Present] and which persisted for approximately 300 years." [4] The graphs given by these researchers provide physical evidence of something very major happening, and while there is no reason to assume the authors believed Sodom and Gomorroh were A-bombed, the abrupt increase in dust does provide plausible evidence. [5]
In the written records from the time, meanwhile, there is simply no question.  It is the open warfare between Enki and Enlil, circa 2000 B.C.E., in which Enlil’s sons are clearly identified as the guys who pulled out all of the stops, and sealed the fates of the twin cities -- as well as the Sumerian Civilization, which was downwind of the radioactive fallout.  Sitchin [1], Gardner [2], and Bramley [3] have all identified the demise of the two cities as acts of atomic warfare.
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Sin's Damage can be Devastating 
Genesis 19:23-26
The people of Sodom and Gomorrah didn't wake up one morning looking for a way to make God mad. Sin, especially the sexual sin of these cities, doesn't crop up overnight. It creeps up on you with every small sinful indulgence that you take and makes you its slave as you willingly succumb to its power. 

A man once wanted to sell his house in Haiti for $2,000. Another man wanted to buy it but couldn't afford the price. After much bargaining, the owner agreed to sell the house for half the original price with just one stipulation: he would retain ownership of one small nail protruding over the door. 

After several years, the original owner wanted the house back, but the new owner was unwilling to sell. So the first owner went out, found a carcass of a dead dog, and hung it from the single nail he still owned. Soon the house became unlivable, and the family was forced to sell the house to the owner of the nail (Leadership, Spring 1983). 

Sin always starts out small with seemingly inconsequential decisions, but the damages may take a lifetime to repair.
Is there any evidence for the Biblical story of Sodom and Gomorrah's destruction by fire and brimstone (sulfur)?  Below is one possible explanation of how GOD caused the destruction.  It is only a possibility, but is quite interesting.  
The ruins of Sodom and Gomorrah have been discovered southeast of the Dead Sea. The modern names are Bab edh-Dhra, thought to be Sodom, and Numeira, thought to be Gomorrah. Both places were destroyed at the same time by an enormous conflagration. The destruction debris was about three feet thick. What brought about this awful calamity? Startling discoveries in the cemetery at Bab edh-Dhra revealed the cause. Archaeologists found that buildings used to bury the dead were burned by a fire that started on the roof. 

What would cause every structure in the cemetery to be destroyed in this way? The answer to the mystery is found in the Bible. "Then the Lord rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah -- from the Lord out of the heavens" (Genesis 19:24). The only conceivable explanation for this unique discovery in the annals of archaeology is that burning debris fell on the buildings from the air. But how could such a thing happen? 

There is ample evidence of subterranean deposits of a petroleum-based substance called bitumen, similar to asphalt, in the region south of the Dead Sea. Such material normally contains a high percentage of sulfur. It has been postulated by geologist Frederick Clapp that pressure from an earthquake could have caused the bitumen deposits to be forced out of the earth through a fault line. As it gushed out of the earth it could have been ignited by a spark or surface fire. It would then fall to earth as a burning, fiery mass. 

It was only after Clapp formulated this theory that Sodom and Gomorrah were found. It turns out that the sites are located exactly on a fault line along the eastern side of a plain south of the Dead Sea, so Clapp's theory is entirely plausible. There is some evidence for this scenario from the Bible itself. Abraham viewed the destruction from a vantage point west of the Dead Sea. The Bible records what Abraham saw: "He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, toward all the land of the plain, and he saw dense smoke rising from the land, like smoke from a furnace" (Genesis 19:28). Dense smoke suggests smoke from a petroleum-based fire. Smoke rising like smoke from a furnace indicates a forced draft, such as would be expected from subterranean deposits being forced out of the ground under pressure. 

The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah became an example in the Bible of how God judges sin. "Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy. They were haughty and did detestable things before Me. Therefore I did away with them as you have seen" (Ezekiel 16:49-50). 






